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THE GATEWAY

Arriving in south Florida hoids a
certain air of excitement. The hibiscus
and bougainvillea are blooming and the
palms are swaying in the trade wind
breezes. The sportfishing boats are run-
ning out of Stewart and Palm Beach
looking for the elusive sailfish. The
tourists are all covered in oil. Being
here, at the gateway to the Caribbean,
stirs memories of past adventures:
bone fishing in the Turks and Caicos.
trolling for mariin off Walkers Cay and
salling m the Exumas. Virgins and far-
ther south, to the Windward Islands.

Today holds the promise of a totally
new experience. The industry buzz sur-
rounding the new breed of power cata-
marans has arrived in the U.S. markets
from Australia and New Zealand. These
powerful. economical cruisers offer a
new level of comfort and range for the
typical passagemaker. [t is my turn (o
get an “up close” look ai the perfor
mance of these intriguing craft. Orrin
and Debbie Byrd of “Cat Crafi Marine™
have invited my wife Karen and 1. 1o join
them on the passage from Palm Beach
to Marsh Harbour aboard their 62 fool
Malcolm Tennant designed power cata
maran. Humminktyrd.

Having been involved with a vanety
of boats over the past 25 years Karen
and | have begun discussing our idcal
passagemaker as retirement loomes
closer. We have two young Children, so
living space and salely are primary
critena forour future purchase. We also
enjoy offshore fishing. sailing. diving
and kavaking. Our passagemoaker
would have to wear many hats.

We need a boat capable of crutsing
25 knots for the runs oul to the Gulf
Stream. trolling for tuna. dolphin and
wahoo. bul capable of making al Jeast
a 2,000 nautical mile crossing. There
must be adequate deck space for light-
g and landing large pelagic lish as well
as refrigerated iceboxes (o store the
catch. A flats boat will fit on deck for
inshore fishing, and snorkeling. We will
carry i kayvak. sailboard. and dinghy for
the children Lo explore anchorages af-
ter their home study courses.

Several years of boat shows. maga
rine articles. and brokerage brochures
led us towards the catamarans being
built mainly in Australia and New
Zealand. We traded emails with several
charter boat skippers in New Zealand.
fishing on catamarans. and they ech-
oed Lthe information we had read. The
catamarans are fuel efficient and have
an Incredibly smooth ride. The New
Zealand record for striped marlin is

held by a catamaran. reassurance Lhat
the boats are fishable. A meeting with
Malcolm Tennant of New Zealand at the
Fi. Landerdale International Boat Show
convineed us that the displacement
catamaran could be the boat of our
dreams.
We placed ly co

with a
broker in Palm Beach and booked
flights to attend the Palm Heach Boat
Show. When the phone rang with an
invitation to make a passage on the
Humminbyrd. we could hardly contain
our excilement.

THE BOAT

We drive past the mega-yachts
docked at the Rybovich-Spencer yvard
to find Orrin and Debbie walting under
a large banyan tree near the end of
Flagler Drive. Qur power calamaran
experience begins with the ride out to
the boat in thelr custom-bullt 16-foot
catamaran dl,ﬂghv. Aswe nicar (he an-
chorage, 1 2-1ool cat visually domi-
nates the other boats. The raised pilot-
house and 1op forward windshicld is
reminiscent of a displacement trawler
or commercial fishing vessel. Orrin s
quick to point out thal the trawler label
is a misnomer as he does nol pull nets.
preferring to call the boat a utility ves-
sel. Perhaps this is the ultimate Sports
Uititiry Vessel!

Aswe approached the stern [ was im-
pressed with the large swim platforms
built into the hulls. Each was approxi-
mately live feet by six feel. The dinghy
pulled along and I realized the height of
the dinghy deck and platforms match
perfectly. Several strategloally placed
hand rails make disembarking and un-
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loading our gear a breeze. The 27" beam
became immediately evident once we
were on the alt deck. The open area is
27 by 11°
Adjacent and forward is the "back
" @ covered e with
stainless ste L. Ir;%_[ﬂﬁgg-
107, cook top and sink. is rod and
dfsc gearstowage andalounge on cach
side, Orrin is an accomplished diver,
the result of 10 yvears chartering his
sailing catamaran. Peregrine In the
Bahamas [see MULTIHULLS Sept/ Oct
90} This expansive outdoor arca is one
of many features incorporated from his
experience living in the Out Islands. In

the lgwer latitudes he can cateh, clean

and cook dinner “al fresco”™ without

fussing with the main saloon or galley.

“Entermg The saloon [am struck Ii'l!:h
a sense of openness. My eyes are drawn
forward 1o the four 247 Bowmar open-
ing hatches providing animmediate view
across the bow and oul beyond (o the
anchorage. Port and starboard cabin
sides are similarly Mted. producing a
360" view. Being accustomed 1o typical

C 5 1 coyld de this!”

The U-shaped galley is 1o port and

is open Lo the saloon bul separated by
aratsed countertiop forward of the large
doubile sink on one side. and the buili-
in fridge and (reezeramidships. A cav-
ernous wet locker s tostarboard while
two large L-shaped settecs with hy-
draulically activated tables occupy the

forward half of the saloon. The settees
are on a piatform one step up from the
mahogany cabin sole. Once seated, |
am treated to an unimpeded view, in-
dicative of the level ol detail Orrinand
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Debbie put into the planning of their
boat, We continue to our cabin a few
steps down in the starboard hull, There
are two double staterooms separated by
a head and shower located ineach hull,
This arrangement provides a suifable
level of privacy with guests on board as
the owner's stateroom is 1o port while the
guests occupy the "other” side. When
chartering they utilize all four cabins
T'he entire interior s donc in var
[]1‘-11Fi‘_ birch and :1..1!1__5.-_171. E.u I:l
ﬂlf‘l = |'|f ..II'I!..'[Hf'I! ..!!II:. irim = ‘1[1’ pClur

iZ mr*—rrmmﬁ"mu‘he over-

Il integrity of the boal. Orrin poinis out
that there are 124 :ru.uhuc,m_‘; doors
each fitted with a lightweight wicker
i mrlj_rn \ltlll_h_t"ll'ﬂﬁ'nl '».cm
inside all ¢ 5 and lockers.

Oir gear stowed, we head up to In
spect the command center located in
the fivbridge. Access |s via a beautiful
mahogany stairway on the aflt bulk
head. This is truly a captain’s delight
Mahogany flooring and trim accent the
lighter birch cabinetry. Every picce of
clorlnonke #ear is at ihe :.IIL"-I"FE_:;:I‘- pae
cisely fitted into a consol that follows
the line of the forward windshield

Chrrin opsted e crvome

lovwr ferh™ fea
tures, poing with Morris cable controls
for the engines and Hynautic steering,
teeling these would prove more reliable
The JRC radagsits idle on this trip. The
unit failed afler only 6 months use and
the Tompany refysed to warrant the
corrosion damage that occurred inside
the dome, Navigation is accomplished
with alaptop integrated with the DGPS
and “The Captlain” soflware displaved
on 4 17 color sereen. The siand-up
chart table is to port, allowing the cap
tain 1o review charts .II]iI i_‘_:l'lr COourses
with leaving the helm. Being a pru
dent navigator. Orrin is well stocked
with paper charts stowed directly un
jer the chart table

The now

miliar slep-up zellee s 10D
starboard. wrapping around the
o the aft bulkhead. There
six adults 1o sit comfort:

cabin
Is room lor
Eve level
5 now some |6 feel above the waterline
and the view is commanding. I began
o refer to the bridge as "the harbor
master's ailice. " Towering above every
thing else In the anchorage we are able
Lo survey the comings and goings from
our perch. The opening hatches all
around provide greal ventilation as
well. There s a dogor alt leading (o the
i § g | P i
poop deck allowing the pilot (o move
outside. when required. without being

ton far from his station

THE SYSTEMS
Access 1o the stand-up cn@ine room
ts through a deck haich located in the
aft deck. Hurmminbyrd is powered with
twin Cummins 210 HFP intermittent
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The lounge

dyty in IIE:_L yviinde rcijcwr.-\(‘g_rpg'ui
u."|1 I{_f Qr;u' transmissions. It's
hard to believe that this 5 all it takes
1o drive two 62-food hulls at 33 knots.
The heart of the shall sysiem is the
*Evolution Drive” that silently transfers
all of those horses Into thrust. Com
bined with soft-mounted engines, this
svaiem produces a I.'tl'mntuu-frm.' ride
without a cutlass hearing. | H”””-L
"'t'dl!"‘j h-t“arlt:hﬂ also Improves H1I’.1[IH!I‘I
fiic ltnu by an average ol 10% over a

traditional shail bearing e enlieen
gine compariment is draped in Sound
own fabric insulation to dampen un
'.l..llll_l_'l'_l r_'n:_;'ﬂlh noise

With 1.500 gallons of fuel on board
1 fuel management sysiem is impera
tve, Humminbyrd operates froma 150
gallon day tank that is filled by trans
ferring fuel from any ol the main fuel
tanks, Underway (he vessel trim can be
adjusted by shilting fuel from fore waft,
or beam to heam. It is also possihble to

The dinette
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The Pilot House

el by pumping through a
series of {ilters into an isolated tank
is tquipped with 180 amp

lernators and solenosd swilches
cither one. both. or neither 1o
[:’:‘-:“u- ¢ battery charging. There is sul

ficient room to move freely around the
engines lor service ."|| cess (o the Evolu
through a liftup hatch
hoses, and related equipment

tion Drive is
Spare oil
are stowed just aft ol each eng
partmemni
In casec o an CimeTRency

On the pilothouse roof eight "BP™ 90

Fine Coim
. ['I..!.J\'l.]]._ff!".'“.l.'-.i-‘i..\‘ accessibie

\\;].J,l_urugriflflt’l‘i'-l'-'-‘uhE‘I'lhTD‘.JIpl:l. 24
volts. The output is controlled and
monitored by RV Power Product’s “So
lar Boost 50°. This impressive bit of
clectronic wizardry can enable a PV
array to produce between 10 and 30%
more energy for the batiery system. It
comes complete with an LCD display
and includes a well-designed three-
stage pulse with modulated charge
controdler

Energy is stored in a 1,200 amp
hour battery bank powering a 6KW
Trace inverter. This armangement pro-

The saloon
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vides most of the energy requirements
of the vessel running the generator, an
BEW Kubota three cylinder, The gen sel
is required to run the air conditloner
amd the walermaker,

“Threg Bulli- in reltigerators are cooled
with the Relrig-a-Boat clreulating svs
tem. Each box is custom-bulll with &
minimum of four inches of insulation
and all are top loading only. They can
each be partitioned (0 (reeze and refrig

|
| erate or can be entirely frozen allowing

._\_ the 1||[||:|.1.Ir Nexibility for i old storage
=, THE PASSAGE

As the sun rose on Saturday mom
ing, | awoke 10 the sound of urgently
rustling footsteps and the aroma ol
freshiv brewing coffee. The wind had
shifted overnight. now barely topping
five mph out of the south. Orrin antici
pated a window between [ronts, so we
spent Friday evening making last
minute provisions in preparation for an
early departure. Thanks to their care
ful planning we anlv needed a few ftems
and then ventured across the bridge to
dine at an excellent ltalian restaurant

1 found Ormmin already on the loredeck
with the windlass comirol in hand and
Debbie at the helm bumping the cn
gines in and out of forward to relicve the
sirain on the ground tackle

Hummirdbyrd usually employs two 75
Ihs. Bruce anchors tethered (o 1007 feet
of 1/Z chain. The agchors are sel Baha
mian sivle ..tl:..d terminate to a swivel with
two onc-inch braided rodes attached
These are ]n. o each bow and then via
a smatch block 1o the twin anchor rollers
and Lewmar winch ambdship

The retrieval process is a breeze
Twenty-seven feet of beam creates a
lennis court sired ‘il]'.ll.!' [ k] u'nrk an
deck. Additionally, Orrin has devised
two separate lockers with large deck
hatches to accommodate the chain and
rode for each anchor, We picked up the
swivel. separated the two chains letting
one out while we retrieved the other. The
chain flaked off the winch Into 1ts locker
and got a quick fresh-water rinse. With
anchor one in the chock, it
maments later that the second anchor
is similarly stowed and we were under
way. Elapsed time was less than five
minutes, Considering the ease ol mind
afforded by setting two anchors, it Is
well worth the time

Lake Worth is still slumbering as we
motor towards the jetty. Acouple of live
bait fishermen are running into Saillish
Marina to sell their morning catch of
goggle eves and a sportfisherman is
already at the end of the rocks. Orrin
eased the throttle until the engines were
"humming” along at 2100 rpm’s, pro
ducing 18 knots ol speed over the
ground, He punched up Memory Rock

is only
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on the laptop, and we steered almost
due-east Into a tranguil, two to three
foot Atlantic swell,

Two hours and forty-five minutes
later wesighted Memory Rock, Our Gull
Stream crossing was uneventiul which
is usually ablessing, but did not provide
the kind of test T had hoped for in the hig
catamaran, Humminbyrd's three and
one half foot draft makes it possible to
take the shallow. inside cut around
Memory Rock, but intermittent clouds
were making it difficall to read the water,
Wealtered course to leave Memory Rock
to starboard. and steered 078 towards
Double Breasted Cays, just south of
Walker's Cay in the outer Abaco chain,

Entering the multi-hued, shallow
water on the bank, [ watched our boat
speed increase two knots as !JuThi cal
began fofeel the the bottom. Orrin exp _a,i% ns
1hc£_ﬁermmcnun The hx,d.r_qdy_ndnm
hullform produces a wave thal provides
1iff when the water is t lwrl;ge rheer fg]:_*_m
or less, literally pushing the boat for
ward, He .mﬂmﬁﬁﬁm
1800 rpms and we maintained 18 knots,
His l:xp-rr'l.ulu: shows that itisactually

dug m_ﬂ]_[.__p_ﬁeﬂ

“We cleared customs at Walkers's
Cay before lunch and headed for Double
Breasted Cay, then tucked in behind
Sandy Cay teanchor in six feet ol crys-
tal Bahamian water: Debbie and Orrin
launched the dingy and we had lunch
an the aft deck. There's nothing like
having breakfast in Palm Heach and
lunch in the Abacos. Elapsed (bne was
five hours and thirty-three minutes and
the total fuel burned was ninety gallons,
a bit over one nautlc al mile per g’a]lnn
With a fuel capacity of 1,500 gallons
Humminbyrd could easily transit 1,200
naubical miles at 18 knots and double
that al 12 knols,

"~ The next eouple of days blur intoa
cotlage of fishing, snorkeling, conching.
and walking on the beach entwined
with delicious food and wonderful sun-
sets. Life on board is truly like a home
afloat. We enjoyed the relative solitude
of the uninhabited cays with all the
amenities one would expect when stay-
ing in a condo in some swank resort on
the hill. Karen Inguired If it Is actoally
possible to have too much fun.

On Tuesday we weighed anchorand
headed south, passed Great Sale Cays
and the north end of Little Abaco [s-
land, We lefl Hawkshill Cavs (o star-
board and turned east towards another
uninhabited cay where we stopped (o
snorkle and fish on a shallow inshore
reef. Several hours In the water pro-
duced grouper, hogfish and triggerfish
for dinner, After lunch of fresh conch
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fritters we continued south towards the
Center of the World Rock and Angel
Fish Point arriving in Green Turtle Cay
arpund four p.m.

The luxury of the big cal’s speed is
evident. We have transited fifty-five
nautical miles, spent & few hours diy-
ing and stll made harbor In leisurely
fashion, My previous cruising experi-
ences have been constrained to elght
knots. The ability to get underway at
elghteen knots is thrillingin itself. The
real advantage is the additional options
that are opened by the ability to get
there, Since there s not a protected
anchorage near our dive spat, on a
slower boat we may have been unable
to make the best dive of the trip.

Karen and Debble decided to rent
bikes and tour the sights on Green
Turtle Cay. Orrinand [ opted for explor-
ing the bonefish flats and scouling a
reported grouper hole off No Name Cay,
Apparently, the ladies ook the luck
with them, as the boys came home with
nothing to show for thelrefforts. Debbie
returned with a smart looking haircut
and Karen found the requisite T-shirts
for the children. Fortunately, we had
plenty of fish from our previous dive for
another delightful dinner.

Morning began with the incessant
crowing of the Green Turtle roosters. a
fresh northeasier and overcast skies.
White caps were bullding bevond Nao
Name Cay and Whale Cay Cut was rau-
cous, We listened to the cruising net
warn folks away from making the pas
sage through Whale Cay Cut about the
time Humminbyrd entered the short
steep chop behind No Name Cay., 1 {i-
nally got a look at the big cat n some
rough stuff and (he ride was iImpressive.
We were cru_js ng a"inng at slxmen Imnts

q'r!ll E_(}_I_'_I'!.IDI'[& ble, siLLlng o1l lhf_ dash of
the pilot house,

Entering. Whale Cay Cut | noticed
that the catamaran has a sightly an-
roying, quick motion, in a beam_sea,
TTie Six-Tool swells were piling into the
shallow water, and they began tobreak

LOA B2'1E8.9 m
LWL 56'17.07T m
BOA 2rie.zam
Drafl 35911.07Tm
Displ 38.000 bs
17 237 kgs

Pawer Cumming
BBT-HD 2x210 HP
Fuel 1,600 gal
B05T L

Water 350 gal
1325 L

Hange 2000 mi &18
4000 mi @49 kn
Maxspeed  23kn

across the channel, Orrin pushed the

throttle up until we were motoring along

al eighleen knots and, incredibly, The
ride smogthed out. Orrin assures me
that twenty-five knots is perfectly com-
fortable in any seas up to about eight
feet. This confirms reports form other
sources. Displacement catamarans
can handle rough conditions, and the
faster, the better.

We transited the cul in aboul an
hour's time. enjoying coflee and break -
fast along the way, and soon enough
were in the lee of Great Guana Cay, site
of the tll fated Disney erulse ship port.
We set course for the run down to Marsh
Harbor, our final destination, Karen
and | relaxed to savor the last leg of our
vacation crulse when she revealed that
she has not wornany of her Transderm
patches during the trip. Raren's toler-
ance for molion sickness is low to
medium and she usually wears a half
of a patch for most open water trips. It
iz another testament to the stable,
smooth riding catamaran.

CONCLUSSION

The ereature comforts afforded by
voluminous space on catamarans has
been well documented and Hummin-
byrd is no exception. The shear amount
of deck space is mind boggling, allow-
ing unfeitered movemeni whether for
sport, relaxation or emergency maneu-
vers. While one week in relative calm
waters is nol adequate to make a com-
prehensive evaluation of any vessel, 1
would venture that these boats offer
Iewhn[‘rnmfnﬂ an_d,_am.h.luty n ncm.'n

to Their monohulled brethren. With oil
‘FI-:I'!LI'.‘b rlujng io previotsly unseen
heights. the catamaran's fuel efficlency
will make them an excellent choice for
many types of boating. particularly
DeEan rliﬁlﬁﬁ The efficiencies of a
trawler and the speed of a sportfisher-
mari {8 a combination hard to find in
any other hull configuration. Anyone
considering a platform for vovaging
would be well advised Lo venture outon
adisplacement catamaran before mak-
ing that final decision.
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